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SSRI Fall 2025 Welcome Event

SLEIC staff participated in the Social Science Research Institute (SSRI) Fall Welcome Event
to introduce new and returning faculty, students, and staff to the center's imaging
capabilities and training opportunities. Team members hosted an informational table,
distributed materials on MRI and EEG services, and engaged in one-on-one conversations
with attendees about project development and technical support. This event provided an
excellent opportunity to connect with potential new users and build interdisciplinary
research partnerships.

We're Hiring!
We are in the process of recruiting an additional part-time MR technologist to join our
team. Two job postings are currently live, and if you are able to share these
opportunities through your professional networks or relevant listservs, we would
greatly appreciate your support.

Part Time Position Link Here

Full Time Position Link Here



https://psu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/PSU_Staff/job/Penn-State-University-Park/Part-Time-Research-MRI-Technologist_REQ_0000067994-1
https://psu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/PSU_Staff/job/Penn-State-University-Park/Research-MRI-Technologist_REQ_0000072262-2

Fall 2025: SLEIC
FEducational
Workshop Series

We want to encourage our users to
attend our weekly educational
workshop series! Topics will include:
e MRI & HEF Lab Usage
e Software Demonstrations &
Analysis Pipelines
* Open Science & Neuroscience
Best Practices
e Grant Writing Tips

The schedule of our upcoming events can
be found on our website:
https://www.imaging.psu.edu/events

Congratulations to Lucia Herrero!

We're excited to congratulate Lucia Herrero, a
graduate student in Psychology and Social and
Behavioral Neuroscience, for being the first
researcher to successfully complete our Certified
Researcher MR Training!

This accomplishment represents a lot of hard work,
time, and dedication. As a certified researcher, Lucia
is now approved to run scanning sessions for her
lab’s study outside of regular scanner hours. Lucia is
particularly grateful to the SLEIC team for their
training and support throughout the process!

We encourage any other researchers who are interested in pursuing this certification
to reach out to the SLEIC team for more information about training requirements,
candidate qualifications, and responsibilities.



https://www.imaging.psu.edu/events

SLEIC Scheduling Updates

We shared importantupdatesto SLEIC's schedule for the upcoming months. We are
closely monitoring session reservations for the upcoming months of November,
December, and January. As we consider potential scheduling adjustments, we want to
highlight two important factors:

1.Reduced Total Scanner Hours: While we allocated session time to active studies
over the summer, the absence of evening and weekend hours means there is now
less total availability to distribute among research groups.

2.Holiday Impact: Over the next three months, scanner availability will be further
reduced to approximately three weeks each month due to holiday closures. We
kindly ask all users to be mindful of this when scheduling sessions in advance.

As always, your input is important to us. If you have any concerns or suggestions,
please don't hesitate to reach out directly. You may also share feedback here:
https://forms.gle/nzHCEea3v5j)3VDES.

Thank you for your understanding, flexibility, and ongoing collaboration as we work to
optimize access to the scanner.

Acknowledging SLEIC in Publications

There has been a recent OSVPR initiative to provide updated guidelines for
acknowledging the use of core facilities across the University, including SLEIC.

Below is the approved language for acknowledging the use of SLEIC facilities. All users
who report on data collected using either the MRI or HEF lab facilities should use the
following text in the acknowledgment section of their publication:

MRI Facility

The authors acknowledge use of the Social, Life, and Engineering Sciences Imaging
Center (SLEIC), Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA (RRID:SCR_014922).
Specifically, we acknowledge use of the Human MRI Facility for MRI data collection,
experimental consultation, and technical support.

HEF Facility

The authors acknowledge use of the Social, Life, and Engineering Sciences Imaging
Center (SLEIC), Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA (RRID:SCR_014922).
Specifically, we acknowledge use of the Human Electrophysiology Facility for data
collection, experimental consultation, and technical support.



https://forms.gle/nzHCEea3v5jJ3VDE8

SLEIC Researcher Spotlight  pr. KATIE BURKHOUSE

Can you tell us a little about your research? What are some of
the main questions that interest you as a researcher? My
research program focuses on identifying environmental and
biological risk factors that contribute to the development of
depression in youth, with a particular emphasis on how
alterations in emotion processing biases emerge and operate
across multiple levels of analysis to predict depression. Much of
my work examines these processes in children of mothers with
depression, a group at elevated risk for experiencing higher rates
of psychopathology across development. A complementary goal
of my research is to translate insights from these mechanism-
focused studies into the design of novel, targeted interventions
and prevention strategies for youth internalizing disorders.

As a Penn State faculty member, you regularly collaborate with people working in
different subfields. Could you share any advice you have for people looking to achieve
successful collaborative experiences? One piece of advice | would share is not to be afraid to
reach out to people whose work excites you. Some of my most rewarding collaborations
started with a simple email or conversation at a conference. Conferences are a great place to
connect with others who share similar research interests, and those informal conversations
can often spark meaningful long-term collaborations. I'm also fortunate to collaborate with
researchers across multiple sites such as Vanderbilt University and Ohio State University, and
I've learned that the people you work with matter just as much as the science itself.
Collaborating with colleagues who are kind, easy to work with, and driven makes a tremendous
difference, especially for long-term, multi-site projects.

If you had to choose, what is one important recent finding from your field (own work)
that you would share with the larger neuroscience community? \We recently published a
study from my completed NIMH K award examining how alterations in brain networks that
support emotion processing contribute to the intergenerational transmission of depression. In
this study, we found that daughters of mothers with a history of depression showed lower
connectivity within brain networks involved in cognitive control compared to daughters of
mothers with no history of depression. Interestingly, we observed a similar pattern among the
mothers themselves—depressed mothers also exhibited reduced connectivity within the
cognitive control network relative to healthy control mothers.

Over an 18-month follow-up period, daughters with lower connectivity within the cognitive
control network reported greater depressive symptoms, suggesting that this neural pattern
may represent a potential biological marker of risk for depression. These findings are exciting
because they provide insight into one mechanism that may underlie the intergenerational
transmission of depression from mothers to daughters. If replicated, this line of work could
have important clinical implications, particularly for the development of prevention programs
aimed at enhancing cognitive control in at-risk youth.




Thank You

Thank you for helping us showcase the incredible work being
done in partnership with SLEIC!
If you have announcements, publications, or achievements
you'd like featured in future issues, reach out to us.
We hope you enjoy the fall!

The SLEIC Team

EMAIL: L-SLEIC-STAFF@LISTS.PSU.EDU




