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Academic Employment
2017-present Assistant Professor of Health Policy & Administration, and Demography
The Pennsylvania State University (PSU)

Education

2017 Ph.D., University of Michigan, Health Services Organization and Policy
2008 MPA, Syracuse University, Public Administration

2005 B.A. (with honors), Swarthmore College, Economics & Public Policy

Other Academic Affiliations

2018-present (Courtesy appointment) Assistant Professor of Public Health Sciences, PSU
2017-present Research Affiliate. Center for Health Care and Policy Research, PSU
2017-present Research Affiliate. Population Research Institute, PSU

2016-present Research Affiliate. Institute for Social and Environmental Research, Nepal.

Research Interests
Health and health behavior in low-income countries, program evaluation
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Research Grants (Under Review)
2023-2025 National Cancer Institute (PI: Acharya)

Testing Approaches to Promote Breast Cancer Screening in Rural Ghana
R21 CA280183-01
Role: Principal Investigator

2022-2024 Merck Investigator Studies Program (PI: Acharya)


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.healthplace.2018.03.002

Community Education and Surveillance on Antibiotics Use Among Young Children in
Nepal: A Randomized Controlled Trial
Role: Principal Investigator

Research Grants (Funded)

2021-2022

2022

2021-2022

2020-2022

2020-2022

2020-2021

2018-2019

2014-2017

Pfizer Foundation (PI: Kaljee/Acharya)

A Pharmacy Antimicrobial Stewardship and Economic Program (PhASE) for
Community Pharmacists in Kathmandu Valley, Nepal

Role: Co-Principal Investigator

College of Health and Human Development, PSU (PI: Acharya)
Testing Approaches to Reduce Antibiotics Overuse in Pediatric Patients
Role: Principal Investigator

World Health Organization (PI: Adhikari)
Political Economy of Health Tax Reform: An Analytical Case Study of Nepal
Role: Investigator

Population Research Institute & Social Science Research Institute, PSU (PI: Luke)
Gender Attitudes and Persistent Gender Inequality in India
Role: Investigator

Human Health and the Environment Seed Grant Program, PSU (PI: Luke)
Community-level Sanitation and Child Malnutrition Puzzles in Rural India
Role: Investigator

Social Science Research Institute, PSU (PI: Acharya)
Integrating Tradition with Modern Technology for Breast Cancer Screening in Ghana
Role: Principal Investigator

Merck Company Foundation (PI: Kaljee/Acharya)

Adaptation and evaluation of a community pharmacist stewardship program to optimize
antibiotic use and reduce risks for community-acquired multi-drug resistant pathogens
Role: Co-Principal Investigator

Walter J. McNerney Award, University of Michigan (PI: Acharya)
Estimating Health Workers’ Supply Response to Financial Incentives
Role: Principal Investigator

Travel and Teaching Grants

2020
2019
2018
2018
2018

Schreyer Honors College Virtual Engagement Series Grant, PSU
Center for Global Studies Career Development Award, PSU

Donald M. and Virginia Miller Cook Teaching Endowment Award, PSU
Center for Global Studies Travel Support, PSU

Population Association of America Travel Grant, PSU



Research Presentations and Invited Seminars

2022

2021

2020
2019

2018

2017

2016

Teaching

Population Association of America Meeting, Atlanta, GA; Public Health Concerns Trust,
Kathmandu, Nepal; European Health Economics Association, Oslo, Norway (cancelled
due to delayed visa processing); Tribhuvan University Central Department of
Economics, Kathmandu, Nepal

Population Association of America Meeting, Online; International Health Economics
Association Congress, Online; University of Michigan Institute for Social Research, Ann
Arbor, MI

Population Research Institute, PSU

Eastern Regional Hospital, Koforidua, Ghana; International Health Economics
Association Meeting, Basel, Switzerland; Population Association of America Meeting,
Austin, TX; Consortium of Universities for Global Health, Chicago, IL; Population
Research Institute, PSU; College of Medicine, PSU; Kirtipur Hospital, Kathmandu,
Nepal; Group for Technical Assistance, Kathmandu, Nepal; Asian College for Advanced
Studies, Kathmandu, Nepal

College of Medicine, PSU; Kirtipur Hospital, Kathmandu, Nepal; Helping Hands
Community Hospital, Kathmandu, Nepal

International Health Policy Conference, London School of Economics, London; Erasmus
U. Rotterdam, Rotterdam, the Netherlands; The Pennsylvania State U., University
Park, PA; Tufts U., Boston, MA; U. of North Carolina — Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC
The Northeast Universities Development Consortium Conference, Boston, MA; 89tk
Health Economists’ Study Group Meeting, Gran Canaria, Spain; Henry Ford Health
System, Detroit, MI; Department of Economics, U of Michigan

Course Director

2018-present HPA 600: Dissertation Research (doctoral level)

2018-present HPA 497: Health Policies in Low- and Middle-Income Countries (undergraduate)
2017-present HPA 518: Basic Analytic Methods for Health Services Research (doctoral level)

2017
2014-2015
2008-2012

HPA 497: Comparative Health Systems (undergraduate)
Graduate Student Instructor, School of Public Health, U. of Michigan (MPH; 2 sem.)
Instructor, Kathmandu University School of Management, Nepal (MBA; 6 trim.)

Guest lectures (PSU)

2022

2021

2020

2019

HPA 562: Economics Applications in Health Services Research
HPA 497. HPA Research Seminar

HPA 497: Research Careers in Health Policy

Schreyer Honors College

HPA 497: Serving Diverse Populations

HPA 562: Economics Applications in Health Services Research
HPA 545: Introduction to Health Economics

HPA 301: Health Services and Policy Issues

HPA 854: Population Health and Quality Improvement

HPA 562: Economics Applications in Health Services Research
Honor 301: Knowledge and Critical Thinking in Policy

HPA 545: Introduction to Health Economics

Global Health Exchange Program

Health Policy and Administration Club



2018 HPA 525: Health and Health Services across the Lifecourse
HPA 854: Population Health and Quality Improvement
DEMOG 590: Demography Colloquium

Graduate Advising
Saman Naz (Chair) Health Policy & Demography, Ph.D., 2021
First placement: University of Indiana (post-doc)

Katherine Callahan (Co-chair) Health Policy & Demography, Ph.D., 2022
First placement: Independence Blue Cross
Marco Faytong-Haro (Committee member) Sociology & Demography, Ph.D. expected 2023
DiYang (Chair) Health Policy, Ph.D., expected 2023
Nigel James (Chair) Health Policy & Demography, Ph.D., expected 2024

Academic Service — Penn State

2022- Member, Curriculum Development Committee

2021- Faculty Coordinator, Integrated Undergraduate-Graduate Program (HPA-IA)
2017- Member, Ph.D. Committee

2017- Member, Undergraduate Committee

2022 Faculty Reviewer, Fulbright Scholars Program

2020-2021 Member, Open Rank Faculty Search Committee

Academic Service - Profession
2021- Academic Editor: PLOS Global Public Health

Peer Reviewer

Advances in Nutrition: an International Review Journal, The American Journal of Managed Care
Asian Development Review, BMC Health Services Research, Cancer, Current Developments in Nutrition,
Demography, Frontiers in Public Health, Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems, Global Health Action,
Health Services Research, Health Policy, Infectious Diseases of Poverty, International Journal of
Preventive Medicine, Journal of Pediatric Infectious Diseases, Medical Care, PLoS ONE, PLoS Global
Public Health, Population Studies, Public Health Nutrition, Social Science & Medicine, Spatial
Demography, World Medical & Health Policy

Other Contributions

2022 Poster Judge, CUGH-Lancet Global Health Poster Competition 2022

2021 Abstract Reviewer, Consortium of Universities for Global Health Conference 2022

2020 Abstract Reviewer, Consortium of Universities for Global Health Conference 2021

2019 Session chair (2 sessions), International Health Economics Association Meeting, Switzerland
2019 Discussant, Population Association of America Meeting, Texas



Other Awards and Fellowships

2022
2018
2018
2017
2016-2017
2015
2012-2013
2007-2008
2007-2008

Advancing a Global Penn State Early Career Faculty Award, PSU

Elsevier Atlas Award, October 2018 (with Galway LP & Jones AD)

Honorable Mention, 2017 ProQuest Distinguished Dissertation Awards

Second Best Student Paper Award, International Health Policy Conference, London
Rackham Predoctoral Fellowship, U. of Michigan.

Nominated for the Best Graduate Student Instructor Award, U of Michigan

Avedis Donabedian Fellowship, U. of Michigan.

Maxwell Dean’s Scholar Award, Syracuse University, Syracuse.

Syracuse University Tuition Scholarship, Syracuse

Previous Professional Experience

2015-2016
2014-2015
2013-2014
2008-2012
2007-2008
2005-2007

Consulting

2016
2015-2016
2013
2012
2012

Research Assistant. Institute for Healthcare Innovation and Policy, U. of Michigan.
Graduate Student Instructor. Dept. of Health Management & Policy, U. of Michigan.
Research Assistant. Dept. of Health Management & Policy, U. of Michigan.
Economist. Asian Development Bank. Kathmandu, Nepal.

Research Assistant. Dept. of Public Administration. Syracuse University, NY.
Associate Economist. Moody’s Analytics, West Chester, PA.

Asian Development Bank, Nepal Resident Mission.
Asian Development Bank. Manila, the Philippines.
World Bank. Washington, D.C.

World Bank. Kathmandu, Nepal.

CARE-Nepal. Kathmandu, Nepal.

Professional Membership

International Health Economics Association
Population Association of America
International Society of Global Health
Consortium of Universities for Global Health



